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The An Family  
(an) 

(Tune: Do Your Ears Hang Low?) 

 

There’s a word family and their name is An, 

The mother’s name is Fran, and the father goes by Stan. 

Their three little girls are Ann and Nan and Jan. 

They’re the family An! 
 

The An family rides around in a van. 

They’re going to the movies to see Batman. 

All the girls said they’d rather go to see Peter Pan. 

Fran said, “Yes, we can!” 
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Configuration Station: an 

 

  

Word Bank 

 

       ran  van         tan        than 

       can        fan  plan  bran  

     

  

 



Cloze the Gap! (an) 

Read the following sentences, saying the word “ran” 

when you come to a blank space. Use words from the 

an family to fill in the blanks and make sense. Reread 

your sentences to double check your choices! 

 

1. Coke comes in a       or in a bottle. 

2. If you sit in the sun, you might get a      . 

3. My class       in relay races today! 

4. Dad bought a shiny, new       instead of a car. 

5. Did you see the new         movie! 

6. We saw an        at the zoo. 

7. Peter     can fly like a bird. 

8. Mom cooks the bacon in a frying        . 

9. I use a broom and a        for my chores. 

10. Have you ever been to        ? 

11. My favorite cereal is Raisin      Crunch. 

 

Word Bank 

ran    tan   can      orangutan 

Japan   van   Pan      dustpan 

Bran    pan   Superman                                   

 



Definition Derby: an 
 

Read each –an family word in the first column. Find the correct definition and write the 

matching letter next to the word (see sample). Write each word in a sentence. 
 

Word  Sentence Definition 
 1.   ban   a. the opposite of 

woman; a male adult 

 2.   bran d My favorite cereal is Raisin Bran. b. past tense of the 

word run; hurried 

 3.   can   c.  a cooking pot made 

of metal  

 4.   clan   d. the outer covering 

of wheat and other 

grain; used in cereal 

 5.   fan   e. forbid; disallow; 

prohibit 

 6.   man   f. to set up or prepare 

for an event; an 

idea or design  

 7.   pan   g. able to; know how 

to; a tin container 

 8.   plan   h. a large, covered 

truck  

 9.   ran   i. a light brown color; 

to become brown in 

the sun 

10.  scan   j. family; tribe; 

relatives 

11.  tan   k. to read quickly; to 

examine  

12.  van   l. admirer; something 

that moves air to 

cool it 
 

 



       Finish and Write: an 

Say the name of each picture. If the picture belongs in the –an family and 

rhymes with man, add –an to finish writing the word.   
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X’s and O’s 
 

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

       

                             

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directions for teacher/parent: Students circle each picture that ends 

with the –an rime. They make an x on each picture that does not end 

with the -an rime.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 

  

 

 

 



 

More X’s and O’s 

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

 

Directions to teacher/parent: Students circle each picture that ends with 

the –an rime and write the word in the box. If the picture does not end with 

the -an rime, students make an x over the picture. 
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WORD BANK 
       tan           than  pan  scan  an  fan  

       can           ran           plan    man    van  ban 

 
 
 

 

Alphabet 
Avenue 

Place the words below in alphabetical order. 

 
 

 



Circle and Write 

Look at the picture in each box. Circle the word that matches the picture. Write the word on 

the lines. 

 

1.              

                                          can 

                     come 

2.              

                                          pin 

                     pan 

3.              

                                          van 

                     vane 

4.              

                                          fan 

                     fin 

5.              

                                          rap 

                     ran 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



    More Circle and Write 

Say the name of each picture. Read the words and circle the word that names 

the picture. Write the word under the picture. Make a picture for the last 

word. 
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  an Word Search  

s c a n r z b r a n 
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k a x w z r x h z q 

r n q c l a n k j w 

w j d a r n z t a n 

h k z n q x w k q z 

x d h r f a n d j k 
 

ban   bran  can   clan   plan 

fan   man   pan   ran   scan 

tan   van   span  began  

 



         

Crossword Puzzle 
 

1    2   3    

           

  4        5 

           

    6 7      

8           

           

           

9           

   

Across Down 

1.    started   1.   a grain used in cereal and bread 

3.   prepare (ahead)   2.   a girl’s name 

4.   a light brown color   3.   cooking container 

6.   read quickly; skim   4.   a word used for comparing 

8.   past tense of run   5.   early man 

9.   a container for holding rubbish   7.   a tin container 

 

 
 
  

Word Bank 

   plan    began     can  caveman  bran    scan 

   than    Nan     ran  tan   trashcan    pan             

      

 



 

See, Say, Spell and Write 
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an Partner Puzzles 

c an r an 
 

f an v an 
 

f an 
 

p an 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 



Score With Scrabble! 
                                                                                                                                                                                   SCORE 

Ban 

 

Bran 
 

Can 
 

Clan 
 

Fan 
 

began 
 

caveman 
 

dustpan 
 

hangman 

 

suntan 
 

 

caravan 
 

 

  



an Family Word Slide 

 
an  

 

an Family Word Slide 

(Sound Blending) 
 

Print on vellum, cut, and laminate for durability. Cut the top and bottom slits to the left 

of the rime chunk for the slide. Model proper use for students: blending to form and 

say new words. 
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-an Word and Pictures for Sorts 
 

-an Pictures and Words 
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-an Word and Pictures for Sorts 
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My an Book 
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What’s it Worth? (an) 
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  Word Family (-an) 
 

 

 
         

  

Write sentences or a story with –an words of your choice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

bran, can, fan, man, pan, plan, ran, scan, span, 

tan, than, van, began, caveman, dustpan 
 

 



 

My an Book 

 

My an Book 

 


