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A Whale of a Tale 
(Tune: Twinkle, Twinkle) 

Cherry Carl 
 

Here is a story, a whale of a tale, 

of an ocean swimmer called Wally the Whale. 

He went swimming through a windy gale, 

looking for a plankton sale. 

Now he’s a happy swimming male. 

Full and fed, he’s Wally the Whale! 

 
 

 



Name          
 

ale Cut and Paste 

 

sale 

 
 

tale 

 

 

scale 

 
 

female 

 

 

scale 

 
 

gale 

 

 

whale 

 
 

male 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
   

 
   

 

 

 

 



Configuration Station (ale) 

 

  

Word Bank 

 

  scale pale  tale  sale 

  bale  gale  whale stale 

    female male   

 

 



Cloze the Gap! (ale) 
   

Read the following sentences, saying the word “sale” when 

you come to a blank space. Use words from the ale family 

to fill in the blanks and make sense. Reread your sentences 

to double check your choices! Some words might be used 

twice! 
                           

1. My class went on a boat and we saw a        . 

2. The word        sounds like tail. 

3. You can’t eat bread when it is       .  

4. The school nurse said to step on the       . 

5. Mom’s favorite store is having a shoe       .  

6. A word that sounds like pail is       .  

7. Inhale is the opposite of       . 

8. There was a strong       during the hurricane. 

9. The opposite of        is hill. 

10. A        deer is called a buck. 

11. We sat on a       of hay on Grandpa’s farm.  

12. A      pig is called a sow. 

 

Word Bank 
male     stale   tale   gale      dale  bale 

exhale   sale   pale   whale      scale         female 

 

 



Definition Derby: ale 
  

Read each –ale family word in the first column. Find the correct definition and write the 

matching letter next to the word (see sample). Write each word in a sentence. 

 

Word  Sentence Definition 
 1.    gale f There were gale force winds during the 

storm. 
a. an auction; reduced 

price 

 2.   male   b. a large ocean 

mammal 

 3.   pale   c. breathe out  

 4.   sale   d. a person who tells 

the secrets of 

others 

 5.   scale   e. opposite of male; 

having to do with 

women or girls 

 6.   stale   f. a strong wind; 

windstorm 

 7.   tale   g. breathe in air 

 8.   whale   h. colorless; light 

 9.   exhale   i. not fresh 

10.  female   j. weighing machine; 

one of many pieces 

covering a fish body 

11.  inhale   k. opposite of female; 

having to do with 

men or boys  

12. tattletale   l. story; fable 

 

 

 

 



Name            
 

Say the name of each picture. If the picture belongs in the –ale family 

 and rhymes with tale, add –ale to finish writing the word.   
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X’s and O’s 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

       

                             

                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Directions for teacher/parent: Students circle each picture that ends with the –ale 

rime. They make an x on each picture that does not end with the ale rime.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

More X’s and O’s 

 

 

  

 

   

   

 

 

Directions to teacher/parent: Students circle each picture that ends with the –ale rime and 

write the word in the box. If the picture does not end with the -ale rime, students make an x 

over the picture. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
  
 1 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 7 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 2 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 8 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 3 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 9 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 10 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 5 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 11 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 6 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

 12 
 
 
 
 

  

WORD BANK 
   pale   female sale  exhale gale  scale  

         inhale            whale           stale    bale    tale  male 

Alphabet 
Avenue 

Place the words below in alphabetical order. 

 
 

 



 

Name            

 

Say the name of each picture. Read the words and circle the word that names the 

picture. Write the word underneath the picture. Make a picture for the last word. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

    scald                scale  
 

  

 
     

      gale                 gall 
  

 

 
 
 

     tail                tale    
  

 

 
 
 

     tale              tall  
  

 

 

 
 

      while             whale 
  
 

 

 

  
 

    scale               scold  
  

 

 

 
 

     soil                     sale  
  

 

    sale                sail 

   female 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  ale Word Search  
 

s c a l e i t j b o 

t i o f d s a l e k 

a b k e r o l z v i 

l j r m a l e b d n 

e o v a g a l e k h 

b Y d l j o z x r a 

p a l e b v d h o l 

i l k r o w h a l e 

o e b v i j k l d b 

t e l l t a l e i o 
 

male  scale  inhale  stale  female 

whale  pale   exhale  Yale   telltale 

tale  sale   gale   

 



Name              
     

ale Crossword Puzzle 
 

1       2    

     3      

   4        

  5       6  

  7         

           

8     9      

           

   

Across Down 
1.   used to measure weight 1.   reduced price; bargain 

2.  not bright in color 3.  windy storm 

4.  a large ocean mammal 5.  opposite of fresh 

7.  story (ex. Little Red Riding Hood) 6.  thin, flat covering of fish and snakes 

8.  opposite of female; man or boy  

9.  opposite of inhale    

 

 
 

  

Word Bank 

     stale    gale   scale    sale   male  

     scale    tale   exhale   whale  pale  

      

 



Name          
 

ale See, Say, Spell and Write 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

exhale 

 

 

 



Name          
 

 

 

Look at the picture in each box. Circle the word that matches the picture. Write the word on 

the lines. 

 

1.              

                                          scale 

                     scald 

2.              

                                          whole 

                     whale 

3.              

                                          gale 

                     goal 
4.              

                                          sale 

                     sole 

5.              

                                          tail 

                     tale 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ale Partner Puzzle 

sc ale 
 

s ale 

wh ale 
 

t ale 

p ale 
 

g ale 

  

  

  



Score With Scrabble! 
                                                                                                                                                   

bale 

 

Gale 
 

Male 
 

Pale 
 

Sale 
 

Scale 
 

Stale 
 

Tale 
 

Whale 

 

Exhale 
 

 

female 
 

Total 
 

 

  

SCORE 



          SSiimmppllee  SSeenntteenncceess  ((aallee))  
  

Name             
 

Read each sentence below, saying the –ale picture names as you read. Rewrite the sentence and 

change each picture to a word. Illustrate the sentences on the back of your paper. 

 

 

1.  The nurse asked me to step on the          . 
 

 

 

 

 

2. My class went on a             watching trip. 

 

 

 

 

3. Zale’s is having a Mother’s Day           .       
 

  

    

 

Word Bank 

whale 

sale 

scale 

 

 

 

 



-ale Family Word Slide 

 
ale  

 

ale Family Word Slide 

(Sound Blending) 
 

Print on vellum, cut, and laminate for durability. Cut the top and bottom slits to the left 

of the rime chunk for the slide. Model proper use for students: blending to form and 

say new words.  
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sale 
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scale 
 



tale  

male 
 

pale 
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hale 
 

female 
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-ale Word and Pictures for Sorts 
 

-ale Pictures and Words 
 

 
-ale Pictures and Words 

 

whale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

gale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

hale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

tale 

 



-ale Word and Pictures for Sorts 
 

-ale Pictures and Words 
 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

pale 

-ale Pictures and Words 
 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

sale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

sale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

scale 



-ale Word and Pictures for Sorts 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

scale 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

-ale Pictures and Words 

 

female 



   Word Family (-ale) 
 

 
 
       

 

 Write sentences or a story with –ale words of your choice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

bale, exhale, female, gale, hale, inhale, 

male, pale, sale, scale, stale, tale, whale 
 

 



  
    

 

    ale        ale 
 

     ale        ale 
 

    ale        ale 

    



  

 

 

 

-ale family 
 

   _____ale    _____ ale 

 

   _____ale     _____ ale 
 

   _____ale    _____ ale 

 

   _____ale      _____ ale 
 

  

 

 

 

-ale family 
 

   _____ale    _____ ale 

 

   _____ale     _____ ale 
 

   _____ale    _____ ale 

 

   _____ale      _____ ale 
 

  



What’s it Worth? (ale) 
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My ale Book 

 

 

My ale Book 

 

 


